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those points concerning which they are questioned. And that they may not be taken by surprise on a sudden, this is what I shall ask them: Are they bound to furnish a ship to the Roman people? They will admit it. Have they supplied it while Verres was praetor? They will say, No. Have they built an enormous transport at the public expense which they have given to Verres ? They will not be able to deny it. Has Verres taken corn from them to send to the Roman people, as his predecessor did? They will say, No. What soldiers or sailors have they furnished during those three years? They will say they furnished none at all. They will not be able to deny that Messana has been the receiver of all his plunder and all his robberies. They will confess that an immense quantity of things were exported from that city; and besides that, that this large vessel given to him by the Marnertines, departed loaded when the praetor left Sicily. You are welcome, then, to that panegyric of the Mamertines. As for the city of Syracuse, we see that that feels toward you as it has been treated by you; and among them that infamous Verrean festival, instituted by you, has been abolished. In truth, it was a most unseemly thing for honors such as belong to the gods to be paid to the man who had carried off the images of the gods. In truth, that conduct of the Syracusans would be deservedly reproached, if, when they had struck a most celebrated and solemn day of festival games out of their annals, because on that day Syracuse was said to have been taken by Marcellus, they should, notwithstanding, celebrate a day of festival in the tome of Verres; though he had plundered the Syracusans of ||11 which that day of disaster had left them. But observe the jljhamelessness and arrogance of the man, O judges, who not Inly instituted this disgraceful and ridiculous Verrean festival jut of the money of Heraclius, but who also ordered the Mar-c^ellean festival to be abolished, in order that they might every < Jear offer sacrifices to the man by whose means they had lost fie sacred festivals which they had ever observed, and had lost
leir national deities, and that they might take away the fes-ival days in honor of that family by whose means they had
icovered all their other festivals.